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sympathy with Friedrichs's Der Substanzbe griff Spinozas (Greifswald, 1896), 
but for this very reason it seemed the more remarkable that this writing 
which to him stood out as a landmark among many others should apparently 
have received only a slight consideration from the public. Greatly to his 
regret he learned that the author has never finished many of his Spinoza stud- 
ies to which he refers in his one publication, and so they have never become 
accessible to the public. If he had completed his work on the lines in which 
he began, Dr. Wenzel would have considered a comprehensive work by himself 
as superfluous, but it is just because of this lack that he has undertaken the 
work, of which the first volume lies before us. 

A comprehensive work on the world-conception of Spinoza which does 
not start out with his substance and attribute theories, is indeed a rarity in 
Spinoza literature, but Dr. Wenzel accounts for this omission by referring the 
reader who wishes to confine his interest to these subjects, to the above- 
mentioned book of Friedrichs, which practically gives the author's own views. 
His reference to these important phases of Spinoza's philosophy he has pre- 
ferred to give in close connection with his exposition of Spinoza's epistemol- 
ogy and ontology, so that the important subject of Spinoza's God-conception 
might be the central point of the entire study around which the other theories 
group themselves in their proper relations. 

After an introduction dealing with Spinoza's historical position and sig- 
nificance for the philosophy of to-day, Dr. Wenzel treats in Part II of Spi- 
noza's conception of God and human knowledge; while Part III discusses 
his God-conception with relation to the nature of things. In his effort to 
give a name to the philosophy of Spinoza, Dr. Wenzel would call it a "natural- 
istic, panlogistic pantheism." He says : "Spinoza's system is pantheistic, be- 
cause God, that is to say the world-ground or substance, must be thought of 
as immanent in the world of experience. It is naturalistic because this world 
of experience is enacted in individual instances in the form of a mechanical 
causality of nature, which is just as determinative for immaterial as for 
material events. It must be called panlogistic in so far as the whole world 
of experience must be considered with relation to its connection with and its 
unity in God, as the expression of an eternal power and law of intelligence 
which is identical with the absolute activity of God." There is no indication 
in this first volume as to what the second will contain. 



Aspects of Kinetic Evolution. By O. F. Cook. In Proceedings of the 
Washington Academy of Sciences. Vol. VIII, pp. 197-403. Washing- 
ton, 1907. 

O. F. Cook, of the Agricultural Department of Washington, publishes 
in the Proceedings of the Washington Academy of Sciences, an essay entitled 
"Aspects of Kinetic Evolution," in which he proposes some new views on the 
evolution theory. He presents some new aspects along the lines of modern 
research which are to some extent akin to the investigations of Professor de 
Vries and other naturalists. The opening sentences of his first chapter char- 
acterize his idea of the kinetic theory as follows: 

"The kinetic theory of evolution finds in the facts of organic development 
indications that the characters of species change spontaneously, or without en- 
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vironmental causation. Evolutionary progress is further conceived as accom- 
plished through the union of the normally diverse individual members of spe- 
cies into a coherent network of interbreeding lines of descent, rather than by 
the isolation of variant individuals or by the selective restriction of descent 
of individuals possessing particular characters. 

"Former theories have undertaken to explain the method of evolution by 
reference to the dendritic figure of descent as shown in the ever-branching 
relationships of species, genera and families. The kinetic interpretation of the 
evolutionary process is based on what may be called the intraspecific figure of 
descent, the relationship of organisms inside the species, which is reticular 
or net-like, and not tree-like. 

"Theories based on the dendritic conception of descent may also be de- 
scribed as differential; that is, they have given attention chiefly to the prob- 
lems of distinction and separation of organic groups. The kinetic theory is 
integral or synthetic, and conceives the evolutionary process as conducted by 
the accumulation and combination of the variations which appear among the 
members of the species. 

"The simple distinctions are fundamental, and will necessitate an exten- 
sive readjustment of methods of thought and investigation in the field of evo- 
lution." 



La philosophie sociale de Renouvier. Par Roger Picard. Paris: Marcel 
Riviere, 1008. Pp. 330. Price 7 fr. 50. 
In this book the author undertakes to present very objectively the many 
original theories comprehended in the entire domain of law and sociology 
and which in the system of Renouvier are closely connected with purely 
philosophical questions. It is his intention to show the bond which unites 
Renouvier's philosophical thought with his political and social thought, and he 
makes clear how that philosopher has been able to give in a quite original 
method exact solutions to problems which arise from social life. It is par- 
ticularly interesting to follow the author in his exposition of the political doc- 
trine of the philosopher, who after having analyzed the ideas of state and 
democracy deduces therefrom the duties which devolve upon a Republican 
nation. Purely social questions such as property, salary, capital, and labor- 
organizations, are investigated and are solved by the application of ethical 
rules, to the exposition of which the first part of the volume is devoted. This 
work is a faithful picture of a system perhaps too little known. This it will 
make accessible to many who can not read the enormous work of Renouvier. 



Rosmini. Par F. Palhoriis. Paris: Felix Alcan, 1908. Pp. 387. Price, 
7 f r. SO. 
One of the latest of Alcan's series of great philosophers is this study of 
Rosmini. In this one volume is condensed the voluminous works of the cele- 
brated Italian, divided in the same divisions which he himself has made, — 
ideality, reality and morality. With regard to Rosmini's most characteristic 
theories, M. Palhories takes a careful and judicious position. In conclusion 
he sums up the sources of Rosmini's philosophy, showing its relation to 
Plato, Leibnitz, Malebranche, Kant and Hegel. 
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Rudolf Eucken's Philosophy of Life. By W. R. Boyce Gibson. London: 
Adam and Charles Black, 1907. Pp. 182. Price, $1.40 net. 
Professor Eucken takes a prominent place among philosophers of to-day, 
and Mr. W. R. Boyce Gibson has taken upon himself the task of condensing 
Eucken's philosophy of life into a comparatively small volume. In the several 
chapters which were originally delivered as lectures at Westfield College, 
University of London, in 1905, he reviews the essential doctrines of philosophy 
as presented in Eucken's successive books, and though a great admirer of 
the philosopher, he criticises his views in the last chapter. Eucken's philos- 
ophy insists mainly upon the spirituality of the world, and in doing so he 
criticises materialism as it is represented, for instance, by his famous colleague, 
Prof. Ernst Haeckel. 



Wirthschaftliche Grundlagen der Moral. Von Franz Staudinger. Darm- 
stadt: Roether, 1907. Pp. 160. 
Franz Staudinger, of Darmstadt, explains in this volume his ideas of 
morality as based upon social and economical conditions. He condemns the 
principles of lord-morality as preached by Nietzsche and acted upon by the 
ruling classes, recommending in its place the socialist morality as the higher 
ideal. He points out that the actualization of this aim will finally prove to be 
a question of power which has to be decided by a struggle between the classes, 
but he grants that ideals must always remain ideals, and we doubt whether 
the new order of society which he foresees will be an improvement upon our 
present conditions. 



L'Individualismo nelle dottrine morali del secolo xix. Dal Giovanni Vidari, 
Milan: Ulrico Hoepli, 1909. Pp. 400. Price, 6.50 1. 
This essay received the successful award in the competition held before 
the Royal Academy of Moral and Political Science at Naples in 1906, though 
its publication has been delayed in order to give opportunity for continued 
study and because of various personal contingencies. In his discussion of 
"Individualism in the Ethical Teachings of the 19th Century" the author treats 
in his introduction of the relation between individualistic and anti-individual- 
istic theories, and gives some introductory definitions with regard to the con- 
ception of individualism and its theories. The first chapter dealing with indi- 
vidualism of rationalistic theories discusses in detail the Catholic anti-individ- 
ualistic movement, and then the individualism of Maine de Biran, Benjamin 
Constant, Victor Cousin, Guizot, Proudhon, Renouvier, Amiel, Renan and 
others. In the second chapter on individualism of empiricism, Paine, Godwin, 
Bentham, John Stuart Mill, Spencer, and Haeckel are enumerated and their 
relation to individualism is discussed. The third chapter deals with the indi- 
vidualism of the instinctive theory as represented by Schiller, Novalis, Cole- 
ridge, Carlyle, Emerson, Ibsen, Nietzsche, Kropotkin, Tolstoy and others. 
The fourth chapter considers the general validity of these theories. 



The Hibbert Journal of July (Vol. VI, Number 4), 1908, contains an 
article on "Pluralism and Religion" by Prof. William James, in which he 



